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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. The claim merely claims detecting and 
calculating. There is no final result of a tangible outcome. Appropriate action is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-6 and 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Detweiler et al. 

Detweiler et al. teach a spatial position detection method for detecting 
information on a relative spatial position of an object with respect to an interface section 
having an arbitrary shape (Claims 1 and 9: see col. 6, lines 25-33) and dealing with 
transmission of information and a signal from one side to the other side of the interface 
section (Claims 1 and 9: see col. 6, lines 27-31), the spatial position detection method 
comprising: detecting an electromagnetic wave radiated from the object and transmitted 
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through the interface section (Claims 1 and 9: see col. 13, lines 47-58); and calculating 
information on spatial position coordinates of the object based on a result of the 
detecting (Claims 1 and 9: see col. 16, lines 16-34). 

Detweiler et al. teach a spatial position detection method wherein the 
electromagnetic wave is detected by calculating a position of a focus spot resulting from 
focusing of the electromagnetic wave radiated from the object and transmitted through 
the interface section (Claim 2: see col. 12, lines 44-55). 

Detweiler et al. teach a spatial position detection method wherein shape 
information of the interface section is stored as spatial coordinate data in advance 
(Claim 3: see col. 16, lines 31-34), and relative spatial position information of the object 
with respect to the interface section is calculated based on the spatial position 
coordinates of the object and the stored spatial coordinate data of the interface section 
(Claim 3: see col. 16, lines 31-34). 

Detweiler et al. teach a spatial position detection method wherein a position in 
the focus spot having a highest signal intensity in an intensity distribution of the focus 
spot is set as the position of the focus spot (Claim 4: see col. 12, lines 43-65), an 
incident angle of the electromagnetic wave radiated from the object and entering the 
interface section is calculated based on the position of the focus spot and optical 
characteristics exhibited during the focusing of the electromagnetic wave (Claim 4: see 
col. 12, lines 43-65), and information on spatial position coordinates of the object is 
calculated based on intensity of the focus spot and the incident angle of the 
electromagnetic wave radiated from the object (Claim 4: see col. 16, lines 16-54). 
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Detweiler et al. teach an information input method that employs the spatial 
position detection method comprising: monitoring information on a relative distance 
between an arbitrary position of the interface section and the object (Claims 8 and 10: 
see Figure 1 8); processing a result of the monitoring in accordance with a 
predetermined interpretation method (Claims 8 and 10: see col. 16, lines 16-54); and 
controlling an operation of an apparatus and input states of information or a signal 
(Claims 8 and 10: see Figure 4 Transmitter Control Electronics 122). 

Contact Information 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Edward Raymond whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2221 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marc Hoff can be reached on 571-272-2216. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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